
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As a result of the outbreak of the Corona Virus, our school has put a number of measures in 
place in order to maintain high standards of hygiene and minimise the possibility of the infection 
impacting upon our school community. This includes the following: 
 

 Students are aware of what to do when they cough or sneeze  

 Students have been made aware of the importance of washing hands with a sanitizer, 
are encouraged to do this frequently and should take at least 20 seconds (which is the 
time it takes to sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice) 

 Students have been told to cease shaking hands or high-fiving other people. Instead they 
should foot tap or touch elbows 

 Students should not drink directly from drink fountains to avoid their mouth from making 
contact from the tap. Instead they should drink from their own labelled drink bottle. 
Students without a drink bottle will be provided with a labelled bottle of water at school 

 Any whole school activities involving large numbers of students has been cancelled. This 
includes assemblies, emergency evacuation drills, swimming carnival, interschool 
swimming carnival, interschool sport.  

 The canteen will continue to be open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, however, 
there will be a very limited menu 

 YIC (Youth Involvement Council) is now closed for the foreseeable future 

 Learning Club and STEM have now ceased. 
 

COVID-19 PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 
 

While the situation regarding the COVID-19 continues to evolve, the Department of Education has 
established plans and a team to support principals and schools. It is important that as a school 
community we apply common sense, factual information and a practical approach to COVID – 19. 
 

If a WA school has to close due to a confirmed case, it will be on advice from the WA Health 
Department’s Chief Health Officer. The Chief Health Officer will, if there has been a positive COVID-19 
test result in our school, close our school temporarily while assessment and tracing of exposure is 
conducted. A thorough school clean will then be carried out to make the school safe for the return of 
students and staff. In this situation, the principal will receive direct advice and support regarding the 
closure process and communication materials from the Department of Education’s Coronavirus support 
team.   
 

Upon the school being notified, all families will be immediately contacted and provided with the relevant 
information. This contact may be during the school day, or before or after school. It is therefore 
important that we have up-to-date contact details for your children, please notify the front office 
if these have changed. Parents will also be advised of the extent to which class work can be completed 
at home during this temporary closure and provided with the details of how this will work. While it is 
acknowledged that this may be a stressful time for the community, parents are reminded that schools 
open and close all of the time and that the reason for any school closure will be to ensure the safety of 
all students and staff. 
 
 

How to minimise the spread of COVID-19 

 Frequently washing your hands for at least 20 seconds with soap and water, or using an 
alcohol based hand gel  

 Refraining from touching mouth and nose  

 If coughing or sneezing, covering your nose and mouth with a paper tissue or flexed elbow  
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 Dispose of tissues immediately after use and perform hand hygiene  

 Avoiding close contact with anyone (maintain a distance of at least 1.5 metres).  
 

Who cannot attend school – advice as at 16 March 2020  
The Prime Minister has introduced measures placed on international arrivals into Australia. This means 
a mandatory 14-day self-isolation requirement will be placed on all international arrivals into 
Australia. Students or staff who have been tested for COVID-19 should follow the advice of the WA 
Department of Health and stay away from school whilst awaiting results. Students or staff also need to 
self-quarantine if they have been informed by public health authorities that they have been in close 
contact with a confirmed case of coronavirus. They must isolate themselves for 14 days after the date of 
last contact with the confirmed case.  
 

COVID-19 symptoms 
People with COVID-19 may experience: 

 fever; 

 flu-like symptoms such as coughing, sore throat and fatigue; or 

 shortness of breath. 
 
For the latest health information and health related enquiries please visit WA Department of Health or 
access the helpline 1800 020 080.  
 

COVID-19 testing 
The WA Chief Health Officer, Dr Andrew Robertson, has advised people should not go to be tested for 
COVID-19 to either COVID Clinics or GPs unless they are currently experiencing symptoms and meet 
the testing criteria. 
 

To be eligible for testing people must:  

 be currently experiencing symptoms such as fever, cough or sore throat  

 AND have returned from overseas travel in the last 14 days 

 OR be currently experiencing symptoms and believe they have been in close contact with 
a person infected with COVID-19.  

 

SCHOOL PROCEDURES CURRENTLY IN PLACE AND AMENDMENTS 
 

As of Tuesday 17th of March the following changes have been made to all school related activities as 

preventative measures. I am sure you will appreciate the measures in place to minimise gatherings and 

in order to ensure the safety and minimise risk to our school community in these unprecedented times. I 

would like to thank you all for your patience and understanding in advance of the following items. 
 

1. Assemblies 

These will no longer take place as whole school events.  Student Merit Certificates will be 

presented over the loud speaker. 
 

2. Hygiene Practices 

 All blocks have been equipped with hand sanitizer. 

 All classes have been provided with additional tissue supplies. 

 All toilets have paper towels available for students to dry their hands. 

 All toilets have soap available. 

 Students will be reminded of handwashing, sneezing, coughing procedures which include 

sneezing and coughing into the interior elbow. 

 Students will be required to wash hands prior to eating and on returning from play sessions. 

 Drinking fountains are cleaned daily. 

 Students are encouraged to bring their own labelled water bottles to school. 

 Students are encouraged to stay at home if unwell. 

 Students are asked not to arrive at school prior to 8.15am. 
 

 

3. School Events 

 The current school events planned for Term 1 and 2 are postponed or amended 

https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus


o Bullying……………..No Way Day (This will be conducted over the PA) 

o Harmony Day – postponed 

o Assemblies – on hold with amendments as above 

o Swimming Carnival – postponed 

o ANZAC Ceremony will be conducted over the PA system 

4. Communication 

a. All enquiries in relation to the above information are to be directed to the Principal through 

southhedland.ps@education.wa.edu.au or by contacting the front office on 9172 7272. 

b. Skoolbag notifications are our primary method of communicating with families. 

Please ensure you access this via your mobile device on Apple Store or Google play 

store – search for Skoolbag and add this app to your phone. 

 
Parents/Carers and Visitors at School 

 Non-essential visitors and non-essential meetings have been cancelled. 

 Parents/Carers should only come onto school grounds if absolutely necessary. Parents/carers of 
students in the early years who are dropping off and picking up students are asked to remain 
outside the classroom. 

 Please note our assemblies have been cancelled in their current form and Merit Certificates will 
be presented over our school PA system. 

 

Hygiene 

 The school is in the process of gaining additional supplies of soap, hand sanitizer and 
disinfectant. 

 Students are reminded to wash their hands regularly throughout the day. 

 A poster has been provided for each class promoting safe hygiene habits and this has been 
reinforced by teachers. 

 Additional cleaners are being sourced to ensure the school is thoroughly cleaned and disinfected. 

 Electronic equipment including iPads, computers and keyboards are being regularly disinfected. 

 Social isolation of 1.5m is being implemented wherever practically possible. 

 Personal soft furnishings are being removed from classrooms. 

 Note the Department of Education (DoE) and the School Teachers Union (SSTUWA) have 
directed teachers not to provide individual work packages for students who are staying at home. 
However, the DoE is expected to provide schools with an update regarding possible student work 
arrangements in the coming days. 

 Parents should inform the school if there is a family member living at home who has a high risk 
health concern (eg diabetes, cancer, immunity disorder). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


